THE FIRST TEN YEARS,

hAs we all well know Cecil John Rhodes was the respomsible for many things in
this land of ours, but one of particular interest for us to-night is the fact
that Rhodesia Lodge 2479 E.C. interested himself in the provision of the firs(t
Temple, and in turn and from the information which is available, it may be
claimed that Rhodesia owes its name to the Lodge which first designated ifseif
so, at a preliminary Lodge meeting held on 3rd October O I89I,

It was on the 20th September I89I that the first meetiiigsef Masons
was conveined - to appoint the sub committee, it was the work of Ahis.Committee
to wait upon tie officials of the British Sout Africa Company(\ axd)to apply
for four stands for the purpose of erecting a Masonic Lodge

The mimutes of a meeting on the 3rd October I89T show thalwsi®

Brethhen attendedincluding Bro Hugo am Ende, who proposed that ths lodge“be
named RHODESIA. A draft of the Bye Laws of the Lodge was/approves @nd.io-opera
co-operation of the Sister Constitution Lodges was inwitedslt wbiid“seem in Jan
1892 difficulty was egperienced in some B.B. getting Wlebrance so that the
application to Grand Lodge for a Charter could be\ordperly swupported.

At ons meeting only 5 brethren had their pepers/in “rder ¢0\butiness was
postponed for another three months, whilst pl#ns” wint ahead\for th: building
of the Temple. At a meeting in April of the.sahe year I89E)\it isrecorded that
Cecil John Rhodes would present the furniti»é ). In Ostyber ten members were
present ab & meeting each subscribed 5/<'for a minuti(bdok and towards current
expences, & minute book appears to hawe.bhe&n purclesyd for I5/- but its fate
is unlmown.

For the fist six mopphWgf 1898 \uo\pgcord is available for /or of
any business transacted. It woul! appear U= f.vst Charter-was lost in with
other mails in a flooded river, tnc new Charster was eventually received dated
3rd July I893 and was addreg®} %o Bro lev Geo., He Bva Lodge 2479 - the first
intimination of the number\c€. Lhe Lodgs in the registar of the Grand Lodge of
England,Thus it was over 25 years gliile Bro am Ende first set fmmk movemmds
afBot to establish the <alge . Tha Warrent is signed by H.R.H. Prince of Wales,
afterwards King Edward VII,

Thes next six\months records tenders for the Temple, the raisin
of mortgages, tue provisicn oi \a canvas roof, as there was no wood in the town,
the clearing, cfngitabipnand the provision of fencing. The first Temple it
seems, has now bfen gomplited, the main structure was of brick wallsm with dagga
plaster, ‘brick floor ‘and likbo ceiling. Th e Matabele Rebellion no doubt interfe
interfers:d to,8tre yxtent with regular Lodge meetings .A Bro Kenredy apparantly
retucnell foom thy Ywont early in I894, and at a meeting announced his departure
to~Fogland on furlough, and gave an undertaking that he would call on the Grand
Lodg. Secretaryvand explain that th- reason for the Lodge was not concencrated
wgs due maily to the unsettled conditions in Mashonaland. In December I894 it
was decided to consecrate the Lodge this being on a Sunday morning at IIoclock
One letter records "I regret that Sunday should be chosen for this purpose and
do protest that Freemasonery should set itself up as a rival to the Church. The
writer adds "I am glad to say that I am not alone in holding this opinion, and
that other B.B. will protest by being absent from the meeting,”

At long last the Dedication ceremony was held Saturday I2th
Jamuary I895, the record in its preamble reads " After an unavoidable delay of n
nearly two years chiefly owing to circumstences which have influenced the whole
of the territories, scme 26 men of the Masonic fraternity met to be present ete.
The first regular meeting of the Rhodesian Lodge 2479 was held immediately
afterwvards, The Charter was read and no other business was transacted.



The suewess of the Lodge wmmd its regular working seems to be now to be
well established, at its second meeting I5 candidates were duly elected for i
inititiation. Salisbuty as it was in I895 had little to offer, and they made
an offer for the use of the Temple building for £I00 including a retiring
room for one night each month for teelve months provided the same be floored
. lighting. and mage fit for dancing., This was approved for the said dances
on nights which there was no Masonic Meeting, A reference to mail delays seems
worthy of mention an invitation to an Installation ceremony in S.A. was
received in Feb, I895 took 25 days to travel from Salisbury, Probably s:veral
of the Ox trails were impas able owing to the rains,
Some reference to lighiing, in a letter to the Secreatry. "the candles
which arrived safely from Jo.burg so promptly forwarded for which.s fostal Order
for 38/- is enclosed. Une wonders whether this outlay was for lighting the
Lodge or the dance floor requiremengs.

In April 1895 is traced the first order to Londem, for aprons,
collars, envelopes, seals, music, carpets ete. to a tatal .va'wm» of £80 " The
carpet to be 30 feet by I5 feet 9inches, to be packed 4An o ‘tin lined vage and
to be forwarded via Beira, the rest to be hade up in smeli parcels.=iil forwarded
per parcel post. In the year I895 no fewer than 23 mastings were Leld , the
versritility of the officers of the Lodge may be deducsd from this record.,
and the number of candidates dealt with.Great cré¢div-must. oo glven to those
Pioneers in the Masonic Circle of Rhodesia for the‘unrest in ‘he country
and the insecur .ty of life andproperty canned by, lore graphically illustrated
than by a minute pasesed on the 9th Jan,I895, decording a velegram sent to a
British residegt in Pretoria, "Can you iat'orp! us if, “osur'Master is amongst
the dead with Yameson. (Dr Jameson's _raid)

Cecil John Rhodes the fouder ofsZhodésia was initiated in Oxford
but as far as can be traced , he t¥gk MO activeypart in the working of Rhodesai
Lodge . Transport difficulties afparantly welpsmnot solely confined to the
limits of Southern Africa, thimyis/the era \§f +lhe sailing ship, for although
a minute records an organ for'\¥he Templs besig ordered from Eondon in I895,
it is read from a meeting im I896 tt:* “1.> T¥ler declined the cheque for £25
for Tees voted him, and d»sIred that W view of ourchaving used the organ bax
belenging to the Wesleg@y Chapel Shat the £5 to be applied and donated to the
Church and the £20 rjmaiying to e Wsed for the new orgam, Bohth were approved,

By Jan JoW/“dfter some debage , it was decided to go ahead
with the erection™a® a new Temple. Members were invited to suvecribe for E3000
debentures ah 0% interest’ 4 Wt may be assunmed in I898 the organ had arrived
it seems it _haQl bheen damege®in transit, the quality of the music was discussed
at a mestidg, end it was "agreed that nothing could be done to improve it,

Bt Apri}~i89% the cqntrayt had been plaeed for the building at a cost off £3260
and to, by _cumpleted 1w foub months, and the builder to be subject to a fine of
&1 a/day, for any ¢xra days taken ., The foudation stone was lakd and dedication
wad\ hbld on thé\24th June I898 with Masonic Honours, current newspape s, coins,
gtanps apd“ylal of the building were deposited with the stone.3/I officers and B
byB.Jatterledys A good Ball was held ijnthe evening . When the new Temple was
wearing comvletition enthusiasm for detail was abundant, Chandeliers were orderd
from C/Towli, complete with all fittings, with four arms, , with extra lamps

and wicks and globes., The Lodge was consolidating and plans were afoot for the
formation od DeGe Le The Bulawayo Lodge was advancing its claim to its being
sited there instead of Salisbury, If 1899 a Bro. claims having lost his

GeLs Certificate which misfortune was due to having been destroyed by antse and
another incident records the destroyini; completed of a Bros. apron and other
Lidgde property by white ants in the ‘emple., . At the consecration ceremony twp
BesBs were posbed outside obing to the ventilators allowing more sound to travel
outside than was good for the listners who were present, as so often happens
even in the early days Members were default in paying the usual subs, on one
occasion those in default were given a deadline and those not paid would have
their names posted on the board in the Lodge. This appears to have the right

. effect as no further mention-ismade v—— - —




(3)

Charity has and always will be close to outr hearts, and so
early days, In I900 regular donations were made to the R.M. School for
, 21lso in the same year many of the Brethren were asking for clearance
to the Boer Wer , at the same time the paintwork of the new Temple had
exposure to the sun, as were erders were given for "Painting" with two

it was in the
Girls and Boys
certifivates to go
suffered by the
coats of pgint,

the side doors and widows, the front door to be grained in "First Class style"
In the same year A L dge of Instruction was formed and constituted , cultrual

o > i
advancement was also taken care of, Cinderalla Dances , social parties

and picnies

were arranged , and plans were debated for the eventual establishment of g Iifjolesian

Masonic Education Fund, and the inauguration of the Lodze Lipary.

~ Well brethren, here was jst a little of the historywél) the first
I0 years of early Masonery in Rhodesia, and I think it fair and true/td, ghy, the old

truly great and went a long way to meet their obligation, "If\iIn)tie

chaps , pioneers each and every one left us much to be thankful Iorm\they wee

™

lengfh _0# my Ce.Toe,
pleading no exuse except sickness or the pressing emergencg of my\public &r pyivate
avocation. To-day, I often wonder if we really take this asM®ll as oup‘preflesessors,

In conclision let me say it was in I893 hostilit ¢s Dbroke ont between *the
adminstration and Lobengula, whi~h resulted in t»2 leath of tha* ~hief and +the
orcupation and settlement of Matabeleland. In Ya, )B95 *be uavue "Rhodesda" was offially
adopted to designate the rombined territories ..e, Masbhohaland and Matabeleland .



